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Well, what else can we write the
editorial about but THE
ROADWORKS!!! They have
dominated our conversations
over the last couple of months, in
fact someone said to me the
other day that we’ll have nothing
to talk about after they’ve
finished! It’s certainly been a
bonding experience as we’ve all
tried to help each other work out
the best way outta town each day

(and back again!) - many thanks to all those who have kept us up to date when things

were changing, not only on a daily basis, but
sometimes minute-by-minute. Thanks to
Simon Kearsley for his weekly updates, but a
very special thanks to Highway Patrol Officer
Jane Moulder who has kept us informed and
helped so much with the daily dilemma - left
or right out of Follyfield?!

There’s no denying that it has been an
inconvenience but if that’s all we have to
worry about then we should count ourselves
truly lucky to be living in a such a safe part of
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the world and where we can sleep soundly in our beds at night without worry about
bombs dropping on us even though electrical storms and the odd music festival may

keep us awake! Eds.

Deadline for news for the August Grapevine: July 10*" 2026

The size and content of The Grapevine depends on the amount of copy we receive from
individuals and groups, so please keep the news and events coming in!

All articles, adverts to be sent to: grapevinesnl6@aol.com

We reserve the right to edit material.

Or to 21 Follyfield, Hankerton. SN16 SLA

The opinions expressed are the responsibility of the authors.




Nature Diary - June 2026

Many of us have kept orchids indoors and
enjoyed their colour and form, some of
them looking exceedingly exotic, as well
they might, as the majority of the species
(of which there are 15,000 worldwide)
come from the warmer parts of the globe.
Here in the UK, we can enjoy our own
native species, not only in well protected
flower-rich meadows, but often in the
unlikeliest places, such as wasteland,
motorway verges and even power-station
fly-ash tips.

Perhaps the best place locally to enjoy the
spectacle provided by orchids blooming
on masse is Clattinger Farm at Oaksey,
where they flower in the thousands. Most
Pyramidal Orchid will be Common Spotted Orchids, but also
present are Green Winged Orchids, Bee
Orchids, Southern Marsh Orchids and Twayblades. The Bee Orchids are few and far
between, whereas the Twayblade is all green (even the flowers) and blends in very well
with the rest of the vegetation, so it takes some spotting. Sometimes crosses between
Common Spotted and Southern Marsh occur, and hybrid vigour produces a plant that is
much bigger than either of the parents. This hybridisation can also make accurate
identification problematical, but it doesn’t stop you enjoying them.

Hankerton does have orchids as well. There are a small
number of Common Spotted growing in the
conservation area in the churchyard, and a Pyramidal
Orchid has found its way to the area outside the kitchen
of the church. Cloatley Meadows in the last few years
has developed quite a good population of Common
Spotted along with a few Green Winged.

Orchids are perennial and grow from paired tubers
below ground. These were described by Pliny the Elder,
the Roman naturalist, as looking like testicles, and later
the name Orchis was applied, which also means testis.
The very variable flowers are sometimes designed to
attract a specific pollinator species, as in the Bee Bee Orchid
Orchid, which is supposed to look like the female bee




of the species, and pollination occurs when the male bee lands on the flower to mate.
However, in the UK the specific bee species is absent, and so self-pollination takes
place in order to produce seed for the next generation. Some flowers produce scent to
attract pollinators, which are usually day-flying moths, bees and sometimes beetles.

The seed produced by orchids is extremely fine — dust-like even — and this allows the
seed to travel long distances on the wind, which perhaps explains how the Pyramidal
Orchid “arrived” in the churchyard. The seed is so fine that it contains no nutrients for
the development of the new orchid, and it is dependant on alighting on ground
containing specific fungal mycorrhizal networks into which it can tap and draw off the
required nutrients for growth. The ground in the churchyard has been undisturbed for
hundreds of years (save for occasional grave digging) and one would expect a good
representation of fungal networks there, and of many species.

| understand that it takes about 7 years for the seed of the Bee Orchid to grow into a
plant strong enough to produce a flower. If you were to sow seed of the Bee Orchid in
your lawn you would have to have patience, and hope that the correct fungal network is
present to allow it to germinate and grow.

The Common Spotted Orchid is
so called because the rosette of
leaves at the base of the plant
are spotted with purple spots.
The flowers themselves vary from
white through pale pink to
pinkish-purple. The petals are
themselves spotted, and the
lower lip petal is noticeably
divided into three, the central
division forming an obvious

. point. Distinguishing species of
orchid can come down to careful
observation of certain
characteristics, and can be challenging, but don’t let it put you off trying.




The Twayblade, although all green and difficult
to spot, is still a very attractive plant. It has two
large, flat, green leaves held out horizontally,
through which the flower spike grows centrally.
In Hankerton Copse on Cloatley Meadows,
there are about 10 plants growing just off the
path in the north-west corner of the copse. An
unusual spot to find them, but easier to find
because of the relative scarcity of surrounding
vegetation.

As | write, much publicity is being given to “No
Mow May” in an effort to allow more flowers to
bloom in grass for the benefit of pollinators.
Extending this approach for a part of your lawn
to the whole of the summer, may, after a few
years yield the delightful result of allowing some orchids to establish themselves, after
blowing in on the wind. Just a thought!

Steve Davies.



MURCOTT FARM SHOP

Welcome to our family farm shop in Crudwell, Wiltshire set in the beautiful Cotswolds, just moments
from the historic town of Malmesbury. We have amazing 'Allpress' coffee, fresh produce, local meat
and cheese, delicious honey and freshly baked bread and pastries. Everything you need for a
delightful shopping experience awaits you here!

Find Us: Contact Opening Hours

Murcott Farm Shop, Please contact us at: Mon - Sat 8:00 am - 6:00 pm
LU hello@murcottfarmshop.co.uk Sunday  10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Crudwell,

nr. Malmesbury,

Wiltshire,

SN16 9EU



The People’s Emergency Briefing on Climate and Nature

A film being shown by the Malmesbury Sustainable Planet Group (part of Malmesbury
& District u3a)

Join us for a screening of the People’s Emergency Briefing — an eye-opening
film introduced by Chris Packham that brings together nine leading UK
scientists and experts with the latest evidence and why it matters for
everyday life in the UK, including:

. Extreme weather ¢ Food security
. Health e Cost of living

The film has been created by The National Emergency Briefing, who are
supported by organisations including the National Trust, Wildfowl &
Wetlands Trust and CPRE.

Where? Malmesbury Town Hall
When? 26th June 2026: 2.30pm & 7.30pm

Tickets are FREE and available by scanning:

More information & details of other screenings can be found at
www.nebriefing.org

Our local MP, Roz Savage, is booked to attend the evening event.

Everyone over 15 is welcome.

"That's our home, it's the only one we've got. It’s where all of our species has lived

and died, everyone, every single human.

It's where we breathe, it's where we eat, we laugh, we cry, we love, we hate and as

far as we know, together with all the other wonderful life on Earth we are the only

known life forms in the universe and we've got nowhere else to go."

Chris Packham - CBE



Hankerton Copse

Whether or not you have a dog that needs exercising, there are plenty of beautiful walks

around Hankerton. This lovely scene greeted Philip Carter on one April morning. There’s
no doubt that we are lucky to live in such a wonderful area.

Moulder's Mutts

NOW OFFERING...

ULTRASONIC
DOG TEETH CLEANING

MOBILE: 07796 273743
EMAIL: MOULDERMUTTS@GMAIL.COM




Charlton and Hankerton Quiz-John Thorne

What did Sabastian Sawe achieve in April?

What is the name of the 1979 British film banned in many places for alleged
blasphemy?

Which vegetable outlasted Liz Truss’s premiership?

Answers below.

Over 60 people attended the Charlton and Hankerton Quiz in May at Charlton Village
Hall. Hankerton residents John Thorne, quiz master, with Peter Wyman, audio and
scorer, and Philip Carter, assistant and auditor, were joined by village hall committee
members in the organisation of the quiz.

Questions covered general knowledge, vegetables in popular culture, censorship,
science, and music about transport. Participants were asked to name 14 riversin a
picture round and taste and identify 10 different types of spice.

Over £1000 was raised, which will be spent on improving facilities at the village hall.
Hankerton residents are entitled to a discount for hire of the hall:
charltonvillagehall.co.uk.

This is the tenth time, and the tenth year John, Peter and Philip have run the quiz with
Charlton. The next quiz is likely to be in November.

Answers: He ran the first official sub two-hour marathon, The Life of Brian, Lettuce



STRONGER SOUTH COTSWOLDS

POWERED BY PEOPLE,BACKED BY . ~
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Stronger South Cotswolds

Stronger South Cotswolds is a platform designed to help local organisations, groups
and projects connect more easily, share what they are doing, and identify opportunities
to collaborate. Our aim is to support and strengthen existing community networks by
helping to “join the dots” between them.

The initiative is non-political, open to all, and focused on people, place, and practical
community action. It is powered by local people and supported by Roz Savage in her
role as the local MP. The initiative is primarily aimed at organisations, groups, and
projects based within the South Cotswolds constituency and working to support local
communities. However, organisations based outside the constituency are welcome as
long as their work actively serves communities within the South Cotswolds.

Our launch event on Saturday 6th June 2026 at 2pm will be a great opportunity to
connect, share, and be inspired by others who are passionate about the South
Cotswolds community, and to learn more about Stronger South Cotswolds. Find out
more information and book your place here.






Manicures and Pedicures also available

EMAIL Jean :- atention2beauty@hotmail.com

Also at Riverside on selected Monday mornings with OAP
discounts! See Mary O’Brien for more details (01666 577394 )
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MALMESBURY

SPECIaL eveENT

Did King Arthur Exist?
by Professor Ronald Hutton

Wednesday 3 June 2026 7.30pm
at The Rausing Building - Old Moravian Church,
Oxford Street, Malmesbury SN16 9AX

Ronald Hutton is Professor of
History at the University of Bristol,
has held a number of public posts
and has published a wide range of

books and essays.

King Arthur is probably the best-
known royal hero in Western
tradition. This talk will consider
the evidence for and against the

existence of a genuine leader
behind the legend.

We anticipate high demand for tickets
for this event - please book early!

Special Event - £20 to include a drink.
See website for more details or visit Museum.

www.athelstanmuseum.org.uk




i
athelstan
museum

MALMESBURY

TEATIme TALK

Malmesbury Union Workhouse
Why? Where? When? Who?

Wednesday 17 June 2026 2.30pm
at The Rausing Building - Old Moravian Church,
Oxford Street, Malmesbury SN16 SAX

Susan Mockler has been
researching the Malmesbury

Union Workhouse for
several years.

Were the stories Charles
Dickens told in his books
true of the Malmesbury
Workhouse?

Doors open at 2.15pm.
Tea and cake is served at 2.30pm.
The talk starts at 3.00pm.

Tickets £8, including tea & homemade cake.
See website for more details or visit Museum.

www.athelstanmuseum.org.uk




Services across the Braydon Brook Benefice

All are welcome to attend any of the services taking place across the Benefice

Ashley St. James

Hankerton
Holy Cross
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Minety Oaksey
St. Leonard All Saints

Date

Services in Church Additional information

Sunday 7" June

9.30am, Holy Communion & Hankerton
10am, Friends & Family @ Crudwell
11am, Holy Communion @ Oaksey
6pm, Evening Prayer @ Ashley

Sunday 14 June

10.00 am, Benefice Communion @ Organ Dedication
Crudwell

Sunday 21 June

8.30am BCP Holy Communion @
Ashley

9.30am, Holy Communion @ Charlton
11am, Morning Praise @ Crudwell
11am, Holy Communion @ Minety
1lam, Matins @ Oaksey

4.00pm Prayer, Praise & Story @
Hankerton

Sunday 28" June

9.30am, Holy Communion @ Ashley

9.30am, Morning Praise @ Charlton

10.00 Family Service @ Oaksey
11am, Holy Communion @ Crudwell

11am, Morning Praise @ Minety

Mid-Week Services and Events

Tuesday Weekly

9.00am Morning Prayer via Zoom

Wednesday | 10" June (2" Wed) 10.30am Coffee & Chat @ Crudwell

Weekly

7.00pm Men’s Bible Study
1 Days Court, Crudwell

Thursday 11* June (2" Thu) 9.45am BCP Communion Service @ Minety

Friday Weekly

9.00am Morning Prayer via Zoom

Saturday 6'" June (1* Sat) 1lam - 12.30pm Café Church @ Hankerton

Please visit our website www.braydonbrook.co.uk and Braydon Brook Churches Facebook Page to find out more.




Services across the Braydon Brook Benefice

All are welcome to attend any of the services taking place across the Benefice
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Date Services in Church Additional information
Sunday 5 July 9.30am, Holy Communion & Hankerton
10am, Friends & Family @ Crudwell
10am, Festival Service @ Minety
11am, Holy Communion @ Oaksey
6pm, Evening Prayer @ Ashley

Sunday 12" July 10.00 am, Benefice Communion @ Strawberry Fayre Service on the
Minety Green @Crudwell

Sunday 19" July 8.30am, BCP Holy Communion @
Ashley

9.30am, Holy Communion @ Charlton
11am, Morning Praise @ Crudwell
11am, Holy Communion @ Minety
1lam, Matins @ Oaksey

4.00pm Prayer, Praise & Story @
Hankerton

Sunday 26" July 9.30am, Holy Communion @ Ashley

9.30am, Morning Praise @ Charlton

10.00 Family Service @ Oaksey
11am, Holy Communion @ Crudwell
11am, Morning Praise @ Minety

Mid-Week Services and Events
Tuesday Weekly 9.00am Morning Prayer via Zoom
Wednesday | 8" July (2" Wed) 10.30am Coffee & Chat @ Crudwell

Weekly 7.00pm Men’s Bible Study
1 Days Court, Crudwell
Thursday 9'" July (2" Thu) 9.45am BCP Communion Service @ Minety

Friday Weekly 9.00am Morning Prayer via Zoom
Saturday 4t July (1t Sat) 1lam - 12.30pm Café Church @ Hankerton
Please visit our website www.braydonbrook.co.uk and Braydon Brook Churches Facebook Page to find out more.
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www.mrbheating.co.uk

- Gas, Oil and LPG - Servicing, Repair and Installation
- Unvented Hot Water Systems
- Heat Pump Servicing and Maintenance
- Small Commercial Properties

safe

- Water Booster Systems =

Based in Malmesbury, Wiltshire — :

HEATING CONTRACTORS LIMITED

info@mrbheating.co.uk

Malmesbury

GARDEN CENTRE & CAFE

Malmesbury Garden Centre is a locally run business supplying all your garden requirements.
We are still open and have some gorgeous flowers and vegetable plants in, lots of seeds and
gardening tools. The staff are very friendly and willing to help you with all your needs. The

Cafe food is scrumptious too!

We are open:
Monday to Saturday: 9:00am - 5:00pm
Sunday: 10.00am - 4.00pm




June Thoughts — Revd. Sarah Wyman

The ‘SAD’ feeling should now be gone and we can rejoice in the summer season.

Bright colours of sky, plants and clothes assault our eyes.

Plants bearing fruits, colourful hats; where are the smiles, not frowns they should be treason?
Relax, slow down, look and see what around you lies.

God provides time in the seasons of life to be refreshed, that is the reason.

Look at your life, concentrate on positive ties.

Francis of Assisi wrote the Canticle of the Sun, which praises the Lord.

Which may open your eyes to the glory around.

Firstis Brother Sun giving us daytime, watch as daises to his light are pulled.

He is mighty his rays can harm us on the ground.

He is beautiful, shining with splendour, through the atmosphere his rays are stalled.
Our warmth and now electric from him can be found.

The second praises that Francis gives are for Sister Moon and the heavenly stars:
Thank you Lord for the beauty of the precious night.

Shining and precious the Moon appears, we want to visit her, then off to Mars.
She shapes our tides which help us have fun and delight.

The stars have guided us in the past they still may if heavenward we go far.

Lord, the universe is a marvellous sight.

The third praise is for Brother Wind who travels the world, an invisible force.

He creates the weather cycle which brings us rain.

Jet streams, sea breezes, trade winds, air currents each drive the weather on it’s course.
Creatures live through these cycles repeating again.

Francis’ fourth praise is for Sister Water, who is humble, precious, our lives source.

For our bodies animportant item to name.

Brother Fire is our fifth praise, who lightens the dark, protects and warms up those cold.
He can destroy and help is vigorous and strong.

Our sixth is our Sister Mother Earth who sustains, nourishes us and is old.

Here Plants and creatures exist their time not long.

Open your eyes, it is such a wonderful world, so look after it we’re told.

Praise the Creator and give thanks to him in song.

God Bless you All and have a Great Summer.



We cannot find You, Lord, we cannot see - We do
not want to go this road of darkness and futility
We have sinned greatly, Lord, and are at fault
By ignoring or rejecting folk, it is time to call a
halt - We choose instead, Lord, to be concerned
Express our love for others and learn
That as we’re growing through our lives, itis
true - This change has come about since our
relationship with You.

This journey with Your Spirit is showing us the
way — We’re truly sorry that our sins have led us
far astray
But You are teaching us that You are always here
just waiting to be heard - We only have to read of
You and listen to Your Word.

We will try to live, Lord, now each day within
Your Grace - As Your children, until we stand
before You, face to face
Our eyes are clearing, Lord, our minds are too
We can see Your path of Light and Oh, we thank
You, Lord, for look, itis leading us to You...

© Copyright Shelagh Dalton 1997



GRASS CUTTERS REQUIRED!!!

The long term contractors who have been doing this work have stopped, so
we need a new supplier.

As the area is quite large, it requires a sit-on vehicle, probably also a
smaller mower and a strimmer for going round each gravestone.

Please let us know of any supplier who might be interested in doing this
work. They can start immediately.

Replies to Jeremy Wright (jeremy.wright77@hotmail.co.uk) and Philip
Carter (philipjacarter@hotmail.co.uk)
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01666 826456 @ AROUND THE CLOCK

EMERGENCY CARE
24 HOUR EMERGENCY COVER

www.georgevetgroup.co.uk

www.georgevetgroup.co.uk

Malmesbury

Find us on

Facebook 01666 823 TGS
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1 By DrRoz Savage MBE, MP
L for South Cotswolds

,. June is a generous month in this
.- corner of north Wiltshire. The lanes
around Hankerton are at their best
~ as the light lasts wellinto the
evening, and there's a particular

. " ! pleasure in this part of the

.| constituency that | never take for
granted when I'm in Westminster

% wishing | were back here.

S jtsalsoa good moment to take
stock of what's been happening and what I've been working on across the
area.

Water quality and river health have been a major focus for me since | was
elected, and that work has roots close to Hankerton. Just a few miles away in
Malmesbury, the No Swimming sign at Daniel's Well on the River Avon tells a
story that shouldn't need telling in 2026; Sewage discharges from a nearby
overflow, residents falling ill, wildlife disappearing from a river that runs
through the heart of a market town. I've been pressing the Government for
clearer answers and real accountability, and I'm not letting up. What happens
to the Avon affects the wider catchment, and that includes communities
throughout this part of the constituency.

Last month | met with Laura Reineke, founder of the River Guardians Network,
a community-led initiative to give people along the Thames a genuine role in



monitoring and protecting their stretch of river. It's worth remembering that
the Thames doesn't begin somewhere far away. It rises at Thames Head near
Kemble, just a short distance from here. We are, in a very real sense,
headwaters country and what happens to water management in this part of
Wiltshire matters well beyond our own parishes.

Laura is working to grow the network of river guardians across the upper
Thames, connecting local groups who already care about water quality with a
broader movement for accountability and stewardship. I'll be sharing more
details in the coming weeks. If anyone in or around Hankerton has an interest
in getting involved, I'd love to hear from you.

Flooding is the other thread running through this work. It is something | see
regularly affecting so many lives in this constituency, and | will always do my
best to ease the pressure it can cause. That work is ongoing, and the
connection between flood risk, drainage infrastructure, and the health of our
rivers is one | keep making in Parliament.

Beyond water, my regular surgeries continue across the constituency. My
team is always on hand for casework - whether that's NHS concerns, planning
issues, or anything else affecting daily life in villages like Hankerton. The best
way to reach us is via the office contact below.

Small communities sometimes feel overlooked. They shouldn't be, and as far
as I'm concerned, they aren't. The knowledge that residents here have about
their own patch is exactly what good representation depends on.

Dr Roz Savage MBE MP for South Cotswolds roz.savage.mp@parliament. uk |
071285 654 978




wWheatsheaf Iwn Crudwell

Take away service

Please ring 01666 577734 or
Email tobygregorydaol.com

Available:

Wedvesdays, Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays:
12.00pM 10 1.30pw and 5.30pm until 7.00pm
Sunday (roasts only) £13.00: 12.20pm +o 1.00pw
Order early to avoid disappointment!

Wewu choices:

Teriyaki chicken with rice or chips (£14.95)
Woroccan Vegetable Tagine with rice (£13.95)
Crispy breaded scampi with chips or salad (£14.25)
oz Cheeseburaer and bacon with chips (£12)
Cajm Chicken Caesar salad (£13.75)

Beer battered cod and chips (£14.95)

Chickew WMadras Curry with rice and naawn bread (£14.25)
Beef lasagna or vegetable Lasagna with chips (£14.75)
Spicey Vegetable burger, salsa and chuvky chips (£13)

Paw fried Lambs Liver with mash and ovion gravy (£14)

Desserts (*to be heated at howme)

All £4.00
Sticky Toffee Pudding with custard*

Bread and Butter Pudding with custard*

Butterscoteh ice-cream sundae

Cash or card payments
Local Deliveries by arrangement
See www.wheatsheafcrudwell.co.uk for updates




menety

Minety Village Hall Minety SN16 9QH
Tel: 01666 860013 www.minetyshop.co.uk
Weekdays: 8am -6pm Weekends: 9am -1pm

New Into Your Shop:

Fresh Meat from Hiscocks our
local butcher with special orders
on request

Fresh Hobbs-House Bakery bread,
pastries & cakes orders taken

Freshly made Bean-to-Cup Coffee
and other hot drinks

Local Tracklements Condiments
ideal for that special occasion

Local Beers & Mates Cider

Plus all of our usual products:

Off Licence ® Convenience Goods ® Confectionery
Fresh Produces & Frozen Produces
including a range of local & Minety Made products
® Newspapers & Magazines to order ®

Support your local shop: Did you know
if every household spent just £5.00 per
week in the shop the future of the shop
would be guaranteed. The Minety Shop
is a “not for profit” organisation but
needs to cover its running costs.

We are always looking for more volunteers
to help in the shop or on the committee.

For more information call

Steve: 07802 3538325 or
Catherine: 07786522455

or email: minetyshop@gmail.com




